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LETTERS  FROM  THE  PEOPLE. 


"Warrington" 
"Short  *ia 


US 

ba- 
in 
Qg 

8 


and  Oliver  Jobnton  on  the 
'  to  Woman  Suffrage.'' 

To  the  Editor  ef  Tliejtepubhcun:— 

When  Oliver  Jolmson  and  a  few  other  friends  of 
the  reform  mak£  up  their  minds  to  forget  the  old 
controversies  about  toe  anti-slavery  character  of  the 
United  States  constitution,  and  become  willing  to  ac- 
cept a  good  result,  even  though  it  be  not  brought 
about  by  the  use  of  their  patent  right,  one  of  our 
present  obstacles  will  hare  been  overcome.  Slavery 
was  abolished  by  the  "short  cut"  of  war;  why  not 
have  the  subjection  of  women  abolished  by  the 
"short  cut"  of  a  judicial  decision,  it  we  can? 

War  rin  (jinn. 

Oliver  Johnson  sends  assurances  of  his  most 
"distinguished  consideration"  to  "Warrington," 
and  begs  leave  to  say  that  be,  the  said  Oliver,  is 
unable  to  see  why  he  should  notjavail  himself  of ' 
the  knowledge  of  constitutional  questions  obtain-  i 
cd  in  the  thirty-five  years'  struggle  with  slavery,  j 
and  make  the  same  useful  in  the  elucidation  of 
such  questions  as  may  be  connected  with  the  ef- 
fort to  give  woman  the  ballot.  In  such  a  case,  it 
strikes  him  that  to  "forget"  one's  hard  earned 
experiences  and  the  wisdom  that  &hould  have 
come  from  them  would  be  the  hight 
of  folly.  "Willing"  or  not,  we  shall  all 
have  to  "accept"  woman's  suffrage  when  it  comes 
by  the  Woodhull  process,  if  it  ever  should;  and, 
since  the  question  is  already  before  the  supreme 
court,  which  can  alone  decide  it,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  bow  anybody's  willingness  or  unwillingness 
in  the  case  can  be  of  much  account  in  this  stage 
of  the  affdjr.  Mr  Johnson  begs  leave  also  to  say 
that  he  has  no  investment  in  any  "patent  right' 
whatever,  and  that  of  all  the  wares  of  that  sort 
now  in  market  the  one  bearing  the  "Woodhull" 
brand  is  to  him  the  leaet  attractive.  11  e  does  not 
propose  to  stultify  himself  by  pretending  to  be- 
lieve a  doctrine  which  seems  to  him  worthy  only 
of  the  muddled  brain  of  that  distinguished  luna- 
tic, G.  W.  F.  Mellen,  who  for  20  years  bored  anti- 
slavery  conventions  with  his  tedious  and  inco- 
herent ravings  on  "habeas  corpus"  as  the  only 
means  of  freeing  the  slaves.  Nor  does  he  shrink 
from  saying  that  the  "good  result"  of  woman  ( 
suffrage  would  be  procured  at  too  heavy  a  cost  if 
it  should  involve  the  practical  conclusion  that 
the  constitution  is  a  mere  nose  of  wax,  to  be 
elongated,  depressed,  or  twisted  by  the  supreme 
court  or  the  Congress  at  will,  in  defiance  of  its 
plain  letter  and  in  contempt  of  history  and  the 
known  will  of  the  people. 


/ *w^C 


